
Bulgarian Team Wins 6th Asylum Law Moot Court Competition

Olga  Nikolova  and  Vladislava  Stoyanova  from  Sofia  University  won  the  Sixth  Annual 
International Asylum Law Moot Court Competition, held in Budapest on April 27-30. They 
met Marlena Barbara Żarnecka and Piotr Kuchno from Warsaw University in the final round 
at the Budapest Municipal Court. Semi-finalists were Anna Gyöngy and Szilvia Orbán from 
Eötvös Loránd University of  Budapest and Katerina Jamborová and Věra Pazderová from 
Masaryk University of Brno.  

Fourteen  teams  from  refugee  law  clinics  in  11  Central  and  Eastern  European  countries 
pleaded in the case of Ms. Al-Nahawi vs. the Duchy of Rollenberg. Several renowned asylum 
law experts evaluated the sophisticated and compelling performance of the students as they 
argued both on the side of the asylum seeker and the host country. Participants were well-
prepared  and  had  excellent  command  of  legal  English.  Judges  praised  the  thorough 
background research and the high level of legal argumentation of the students. 

“I was very impressed by the level of commitment by the students and the amount of work 
they had put into the written submissions and their oral presentations,” said Elna Sondergaard, 
chief judge at the semi-final and final rounds, who was also lead researcher of the Handbook 
on Protection of Palestinian Refugees for BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency 
and Refugees Rights. “It was very encouraging to witness [this competition],” she added.

The case of the 63-year-old Palestinian refugee, Ms. Al-Nahawi vs. the Duchy of Rollenberg 
was a complex and difficult case for both the Applicant and the Respondent. Ms. Al-Nahawi 
fled to the Gaza Strip with her family during the 1948 Arab-Israeli war and was allegedly 
registered  with  UNRWA as  a  Palestine  refugee.  Following the  1967 conflict,  the  family 
moved to a refugee camp in Jordan where she got married and that she fled many years later 
due to severe domestic violence. She sought shelter at the house of a cousin in Amman but 
she could not stay there as her cousin did not have the consent of her husband and was afraid 
that he would not allow Ms. Al-Nahawi to live with them. Ms. Al-Nahawi left her cousin’s 
house after a few days and paid smugglers to get her out of the country.

One of the goals of the Moot Court is to provide refuge law clinics students an opportunity to 
work through the entire refugee status determination procedure, including the preparation of 
legal  submissions  and  court  room  hearing  in  front  of  judges.  More  than  90%  of  the 
participants said that the competition encouraged them to continue working in the asylum 
field after graduation.

Participants also said they would share the experience of the Moot Court with fellow students 
so that more members of their refugee law clinics can benefit from the event, while over 95% 
of them claimed that the competition helped them improve their legal argumentation, case 
organization as well as country of origin research skills. 

The  Sixth Annual International Asylum Law Moot Court  Competition was organized and 
hosted by the Hungarian Helsinki Committee and the Public Interest Law Initiative, and it was 
supported  by  the  International  Visegrad  Fund,  United  Nations  High  Commissioner  for 
Refugees,  the  US  Embassy  in  Budapest  and  CMS  Cameron  McKenna  LLP  and  Köves 
Clifford Chance LLP Hungary. 


